Henry Witjika Young - Artist CV
DOB: 


4th March 1975

Address: 

14 Haven Rd




Moonta Bay SA 5558

Phone:

0455913956

Email: 

henrywitjikayoung@hotmail.com
Website:  

www.witjika.com.au
Artist Profile (SALA): 



http://www.salainc.com.au/artists.aspx?search=1&key=henry%20young
Business Name:
Witjika

ABN:


24265368239

Community: 

Irruntju (WA) & Ernabella (SA)

Language Group:
Pitjantjatjara

Education
Limited formal education at schools on the APY Lands (Lands of the Pitjantjatjara and 

Yankunytjatjara People) of SA.

Artistic education under grandfathers and fathers at Irruntjua (Wingellina WA) and Kanpi (SA) who showed him Dreaming sites and told him the stories of his Caterpillar Dreaming (Angumarra Piti Tjukurpa). Artistic style derived from observation of family members painting across APY Lands.

Artist Statement
“Paintings keeps my life changed. It makes more good things coming. It makes more things that I want to do. It makes me occupied and gives me energy. It is a good thing for me to do paintings. I love to paint. When I do a good painting, I love the colours and how each one is different even if the same story. I feel my life open when I do paintings. I can feel it's good. It is good to feel good.

I like more people to see my paintings and they can ask me about them and I can tell them it is about my culture, my Dreaming, my grandfather. 

Now I am living in Moonta in a good house without drinking and smoking marijuana and doing good things like going to TAFE, playing darts, going to church, now I've got a lot of friends and I want to live a good life. I am really happy to do these paintings from my country and my culture because I am living away from my country. I am feeling strong here and happy. I like to paint my culture and my country. I always think back to where my grandfather showed me these places and told me these stories. My life is always there, my culture is always there, I like seeing the place in my heart and my mind. It is still there and when I paint it comes closer.”

Oral statement transcribed by Robyn Ravenna
Exhibitions
SALA  August 2015 - Solo Exhibition, Tenth and Gibson Studio, Bowden (exhibition sold-out)

SALA  August 2015 – Solo Exhibition and Demonstration, Anglican Community Kitchen Kadina.

Prizes
Newberry Art Prize, Kernewek Lowender Festival, Ascot Gallery, Kadina 2015 - Winner “Local Artist Award” ($1000) 

Malka Aboriginal Art Award, Port Augusta 2015 - Second place Open section ($800); Equal First “People's Choice” ($500)

Whyalla Art Prize, 2015 – Short-listed for entry

Collections
Collection of the Anglican Diocese of Willochra, SA

Kernewek Lowender Collection, Kadina, SA
Upcoming Exhibitions
Oct 2015 - Our Mob (selected for entry), Adelaide Festival Centre

Oct 2015 – Whyalla Art Prize (selected for entry), Whyalla

Oct 2015 – Cathedral Art Prize exhibition, Anglican Cathedral North Adelaide

Feb 2016 – Solo Exhibition, Ascot Gallery, Kadina

Dec 2016 –  Solo Exhibition, Moonta Gallery of the Arts, Monta

Workshops
June 2015 - Moonta Area School, Moonta. Involvement in Aboriginal Culture Day at Moonta Town Hall. Discussions with school about ongoing workshops with disengaged students.

July 2015 - Port Pearce Aboriginal Community, Point Pearce SA. Henry conducted painting workshops over the school holidays with school student and residents, under the auspices of Anglicare, Willochra Diocese.

August 2015 - Port Pearce Aboriginal Community, Point Pearce SA. Henry conducted painting workshops for NAIDOC celebrations with school student and residents, under the auspices of Anglicare, Willochra Diocese.

Other
Jan 2014 -  Artist in Residence, Community Kitchen, Anglican Church Cafe, Kadina. Paints there every Friday and sells works and reproductions of works and merchandise from original art work.

April 2014 – started business as a sole trader “Witjika” selling quality merchandise with own images (cups, notebooks, greeting cards, pens)

March 2014 – Anglican Diocese of Willochra purchased a work and put it on there Constitution which they launched at Synod in Pt Pirie, April 2014

May 2014 – Anglicare Willochra commissioned Henry to make a design with their logo for T-shirts.

